BSA Troop 357 - New Parents Packet
Revised March 2005

Welcome to Troop 357.  The “New Parents Packet” contains information and forms for parents or guardians of boys just joining our Troop.  Although it was prepared with the “new” Scout in mind, it also contains valuable documents for parents or guardians of boys transferring from another troop.  Additionally, parents of “seasoned” 357 Scouts may find useful updates in these documents.  Your packet should include the items listed below.  Many of these documents are on the Troop’s website (bsaTroop357.org), the local Council’s website (CampDurant.com), or the national BSA website (Scouting.org).
@ = Return completed form, with any associated fees, to join the Troop.
# = Return completed form before your son’s first outing.
General Parent Information

Contains information on who we are, how we operate, what we do, how you son joins, advancement philosophy, uniforms, basic gear, your role, and our expectations of your son.

Advancement Guidelines

Contains details on our advancement philosophy, the path of advancement, record keeping, your role, and our role.

Resources and Contacts

List of published and internet resources, and contact list of adult and boy leaders of the Troop.
@
BSA Registration Form
@
Troop 357 Fee Schedule and Registration Form

#
Activity Permission Slip
Must be submitted annually.

#
Personal Health and Medical Record

BSA Class 1 and Class 2 medical questionnaire and physical forms.  The Class 1 form applies to Scout activities not exceeding 72 hours duration.  The Scout’s parent or guardian completes the form and must submit it annually.  The Class 2 form is additional to the Class 1 form.  It applies to Scout activities exceeding 72 hours duration.  Both you and a “licensed health-care practitioner” complete this form.  It is required once every 36 months.
Summary Guide for Rank of Scout

Your son must meet some basic BSA requirements to be fully recognized as a “Scout”.  The requirements are detailed in the BSA Boy Scout Handbook.  The summary guide in this packet provides consolidated information on the requirements.
T-Shirt Order Form
The Troop has custom, red T-shirts, which are required as part of a “Class B” uniform.  Your son will need at least one T-shirt for summer Troop meetings and weekend outings.  A minimum of two Troop T-shirts is suggested for any Scout activity lasting longer than a weekend.  The shirts are also available to parents and adult leaders.

Summer Camp forms and information sheets

Historically, most new members to our Troop are boys moving up from Webelos.  The move typically occurs in March or April, which is about the same time the Troop registers for summer camp.  Please send your son to summer camp, for reasons explained in the enclosed documents.  If it is March or April when you receive this packet, please submit the registration form and deposit to the Troop ASAP.
Summer Camp Personal Equipment List
One of many equipment checklists available in published sources and on the web.

